Welcome to the new Elijah Interfaith Institute Newsletter.  We've redesigned our newsletter to give you a broader and clearer picture of what we're up to.  From now on, every newsletter you receive from us will contain the following three sections: 
· News Updates

· Sharing Reflections

· Getting Involved 

In this issue's news section, you'll find out about important changes to our Board of World Religious Leaders and what the Elijah Institute did at the Parliament of the World's Religions in Barcelona.  In our Sharing Reflections section, you'll be introduced to a few of the ideas that resulted from the first meeting of our interreligious "Crisis of the Holy" Think Tank.  And in the getting involved section you'll find ways to make your voice heard and contribute to the Elijah Institute. 

NEWS UPDATES

THE ELIJAH ACADEMY WELCOMES TWO NEW MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF WORLD RELIGIOUS LEADERS


The Elijah Interfaith Institute is proud to welcome Mata Amritanandamayi and Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh to our Board of World Religious Leaders.  Mata Amritanandamayi, also know as “Amma” or the “Hugging Guru”, is the Board’s first female Hindu religious leader.  For the past 30 years, she has dedicated her life to the uplifting of humanity through the simplest of gestures – an embrace. In this intimate manner, Amma had blessed and consoled more than 21 million people throughout the world.  She is recognized by the United Nations as an extraordinary spiritual leader.  


Bhai Sahib Mohinder Singh is the chairman of the Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha, a Sikh organization headquartered in England, and is responsible for the rebuilding of the Golden Temple in Amritsar, India.

SRI SHRIKANT JICHKAR PASSES AWAY


It is with sad hearts that we report the passing away of Dr. Sri Shrikant Jichkar, who was killed several weeks ago in a tragic car accident in India.  Dr. Jichkar was a man of broad scope and foresight who greatly enriched our conversations at the first meeting of the Board of World Religious Leaders in Seville.  May the sacred fire that he so treasured be kept alive in our memory of him.

THE "CRISIS OF THE HOLY" THINK TANK MEETS IN BARCELONA


The first meeting of the Institute’s “Crisis of the Holy” think tank took place from June 29th through July 9th in Barcelona.  The think tank is comprised of eight scholars of religion representing the five major world religions.  The meeting culminated in a two-day presentation at the Parliament of World Religions, attended by several hundred people.  This meeting marks the first in our examination of the “Crisis of the Holy,” one of the topics mandated by the Board of World Religious Leaders at their first meeting in Seville.

The meeting was made possible by contributions from the Parliament itself and the Guerrand-Hermes Foundation for Peace.  We thank both organizations for their support.


 Further details are available on our website: www.elijah.org.il.

THE ELIJAH INSTITUTE GAINS NEW EXPOSURE AT THE PARLIAMENT OF WORLD RELIGIONS


The Parliament of World Religions marked a great success for building awareness of our work.  New audiences were exposed to the Institute’s work, and many participants approached us to express their appreciation for our uniqueness in interfaith relations.  The Institute’s association of high-profile religious leaders and its rigorous academic work make it a forerunner in the world of interfaith dialogue and a resource to other organizations.  Several contacts with potential partners, funders, and religious leaders were made in Barcelona and we look forward to developing those connections over the coming months.

SHARING REFLECTIONS
THE SEVEN INSIGHTS OF THE “CRISIS OF THE HOLY” THINK TANK

At its meeting in Seville in December 2003, Elijah's board of world religious leaders suggested a number of topics for further collaborative reflection. One of these has been ttitled: "The Crisis of the Holy". The topic assumes that all religions are in some sense in crisis in contemporary life and that collaboration in reflection and that sharing strategies for survival can help us better understand and better cope with this crisis. The first meeting of the Think Tank devoted to this topic explored understandings of the holy, as they emerge from the perspectives of five religions, as well as the suitability and scope of the crisis of the holy. 

The following is a selection of ideas that emerged from the first meeting of the Crisis of the Holy Think Tank.  We offer them to you your for your reflection and enjoyment.  Comments and suggestions are welcome and should be sent to admin@elijah.org.il.  
1.  The think tank reflected on the meaning of the holy, in light of features common to all traditions. Going beyond the conventional understanding of the holy as set apart and distinct, some of the following insights emerged:

A. Knowledge and action are central components of holiness.  This applies to both God and humans.

B. We can suggest definitions in which “holy” is contrasted with something else, thereby emphasizing the difference and making holiness more salient.

C. Communication is foundational to the holy.  Language and the arts (including music and architecture) are often expressions of transcendence and contact with the holy. The holy seeks to be translated. This partly undermines notions of holiness as incomprehensible and unapproachable.

2.  The holy can be seen as existing within the interplay of boundaries and thresholds or access points of different religions.  Boundaries create and define the holy while thresholds allow access to it.   When boundaries, thresholds, or the relationship between the two are undermined, the holy may be undermined as well.  Much of the crisis of the holy can be seen as a result of changes in the threshold as it evolves new structures and organizations, which make access to the holy more difficult. 

3.  Selflessness and egoism play an important role in relation to holiness, particularly in relation to the holy person and the moral dimension of holiness. 

4.  A crisis of sacred time and space seems common to most traditions. There is less setting apart of time and space, a greater sense of timelessness and less connection to seasons.  Notions of space are changing. The virtual globalization of the world erodes the sanctity of time and space.

5.  The relationship between the individual and the collective plays an important role in the crisis of the holy. The collective is one of the vehicles of the holy. In the tension between the individual and the collective lies the key to a central dimension of the crisis - the rise of corporate religion. Corporate religion highlights group identity and politics at the expense of individual attainment and holiness.

6.  The crisis of the holy can be also be analyzed along the axis of comprehensiveness and competition.  Religions offer comprehensive systems of meaning. The crisis of the holy is that they no longer can.  Hence, the religious worldview is no longer whole. It suffers from competition from other systems of meaning.

7.  The crisis of the holy has many different components, which can be divided into threats, challenges, and opportunities.  Not all of them should be seen as necessarily negative or destructive.  Each threat, challenge and opportunity has to be appreciated differently in relation to its inherent possibility for growth and transformation.  Many aspects of the crisis of the holy can be considered as challenges and opportunities, provided they have the possibility of something being reborn through them. Our response to them defines them as either a threat or a challenge.

GETTING INVOLVED

1.  Email us.  We would love to hear your comments and remarks about our work and the new format of our newsletter.  We also welcome anything you find particularly interesting or relevant to the issues the Elijah Institute addresses.  

2.   Make a donation.  We invite you to make an investment in Elijah.  You can designate a donation in any of Elijah’s four areas of activity:

· The Board of World Religious Leaders

· The Elijah Academy

· The Educational Network

· The Elijah School for the Study of Wisdom in World Religions

The Elijah Interfaith Institute is a 501(c)3 organization.  All donations are US tax-exempt. 
