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Rebbe Nachman's Prayer for Peace

Lord of Peace, Divine Ruler, to
whom peace belongs!

Master of Peace, Creator of all
things!

May it be thy will to put an end
to war and bloodshed on earth,
and to spread a great and won-
derful peace over the whole
world, so that nation shall not
lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war
anymore.

Help us and save us all, and let
us cling tightly to the virtue of
peace. Let there be a truly great
peace between every person and
their fellow, and between hus-
band and wife, and let there be
no discord between people even
in their hearts.

Let us never shame any person
on earth, great or small. May

it be granted unto us to fulfill
Thy Commandment to "Love thy
neighbor as thyself,” with all our
hearts and souls and bodies and
possessions.

And let it come to pass in our
time as it is written, "And | will
give peace in the land, and you
shall lie down and none shall
make you afraid. | will drive
the wild beasts from the land,
and neither shall the sword go
through your land.

God who is peace, bless us with
peace !

(Attributed to Rabbi Nachman
ben Feiga of Breslov, 1773-1810)
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Contributed by Rabbi Yuval Cherlow:
NN DIYY NIV ,0%Y YV Man

NYYIN N20N HR VIANY TV TP NR PR — MP2AN 1PNY 1INDIN RHY R
1Y DN ANNYNI DITTRN NIV 7D WPTY NRY R ;572 HY YHann 8D nhiva
PINN DY D227 D27 DPINY YW PINYH DIYN0N MR PR — DPRIO DINT

MY Hiynd

DTN DR NVIVAN NPVIRD NR DN 11PN D 19N PYR DN IR
NPITIRD NTNY DI 193 DMY-R DHRI 1IRI2I 1DID 23 NIONN DR ,DHPNIN
NT “DTRA DTRN DT I9Y”7 NN NANOY 1N NR DYV YN , M) v
DTRN NR WY DMNY-R DYNA " ,Ja0”

TNN NYINN W 12 ,TH NYPN NYYAI MYYY N NYTS NNANn DR 03 11 nHY
NIRIRN 911719 YVIN NN DYPTY NR PRI ,DTR 712 HY YIN DINAY HaRD
DNV NI2AW Y1INY 11 NN Y33 K19a% NHKI2N NR 12 NOY ;I 1IN

NR 197NN ®9Y” INTIN2 NIANd 7YY ,NANIM NWVITPN PIRA TN ,00Ya
YR DT 7927 KD PIRYY,PIRD DR 9302 RN “DT0 %) M2 DOR TYR PIRD
129V D2 DR ) P JOV

AR IR ORIV 53 5P 109 DIYY NYY? RIN,1PMINL DIYY vy

Master of the universe, Who makes peace in His high places

Though we are not accustomed to new formal prayers, we can no longer
look at the slaughter taking place in Your world and fail to pray about
it. Though we know that both sides in the war are guilty of wanton
bloodshed, we are unable to keep silent when so many who are beyond
the circle of conflict have fallen victim.

We beseech You in prayer to arouse in the killers their basic humanity
and evoke mercy in their hearts, that they may recognize that we are
all created in the image of God, and that there are limits even to hu-
man cruelty. May You bring to pass what is written in Your Torah: “He
who sheds the blood of man, by man his blood shall be shed, for in God’s
image was man created.”

Grant us the wisdom to know how to act in this hour of distress, when
the dark face of humanity’s evil inclination is once again fully exposed
and we are unsure how to stand against it. Enable us to act with all our
energies to prevent bloodshed in Your world, above all in the Holy Land
and its environs, as it is written in Your Torah: “You shall not pollute the
land where you are for blood pollutes the land; and the land will not
expiate the blood shed upon it, but with the blood of he that shed it.”

May God Who makes peace on high, make peace upon us and upon all
Israel, and let us say amen.




Readings suggested by Rabbi David Rosen:

"See how beloved is Peace: when God sought to bless Israel, he found no
other vessel which could contain all the blessings He would bless them
with, except for Peace, as it is written "The Lord will give strength to
His People: the Lord will bless His people with peace”

"God is good to all and His Mercies are towards all His creatures” and it
is stated "Her ways are pleasant ways and all her paths are peace”

Prayer for Peace - from the Prophets Micah and Isaiah

Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house
of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.

And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar
off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears

into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, nei-

ther shall they learn war any more.

But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and
none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath
spoken it.



From the Reconstructionist Siddur:
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May it be your will, Eternal One, our God, God of our ancestors, that
wars and bloodshed be abolished from the world, and bring into the
world a great and wonderful and lasting peace. And let no nation lift a
sword against a nation—let them learn no more the ways of war!

Let all who dwell on earth simply acknowledge the truth of truths: that
we have not come into this world for the sake of quarreling and war, nor
for the sake of hatred, jealousy, anger, or bloodshed; rather, we have
come into this world only to know You—may You be blessed eternally!

Therefore, have mercy on us, and fulfill among us what is written in
your Scripture: “| shall give peace upon the earth, and you shall lie
down with none to make you afraid. | shall abolish from the earth the
predatory beast. The sword shall never come upon your land. Justice
shall roll down like the water, and righteousness like a mighty stream.
For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of The Omnipresent, as
the waters fill the seas.”




Contributed by Professor Menachem Kellner:
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If one is confronted with the [simultaneous mitzvah] to light one’s
household lamp [for Shabbat] and to light the Hanukkah lamp... then
the [Shabbat] household lamp takes precedence because it contributes
to shalom bayit (domestic peace and tranquility). After all, the Divine
name is also to be erased [in the Biblical ritual of the wife suspected
of adultery - sotah] in order to facilitate the making of peace between
man and woman. Great is shalom (peace)! For the whole Torah was
given to make peace in the world as it says in the Bible: “Its ways are
ways of pleasantness and all its paths are peace” (Proverbs 3:17). (Laws
of Hanukkah 4:14)

Rabbi Yehuda Brandeis, Head of the Beit Midrash of Beit Morasha in

Jerusalem:
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Essay: Judaism and Peace
Rabbi David Rosen

The Hebrew word for peace - shalom - comes from the root "shalem”
meaning whole, complete, and well (cf. Gen.33 v.18). Thus the word
"shalom” - peace - as it is used in the Torah in relation to society, refers
to its overall social and spiritual well-being for which Torah itself aspires.

In the Midrash on Deuteronomy 20 v.10, we find a whole excursion on

the virtues of Peace. These quotations, comments and homilies, con-
clude with the statement of Rabbi Simon ben Halafta "See how beloved is
Peace: when God sought to bless Israel, he found no other vessel which
could contain all the blessings He would bless them with, except for
Peace, as it is written (Psalm 29 v.11) "The Lord will give strength to His
People: the Lord will bless His people with peace”. Indeed the Talmud in
tractate Gittin declares that "the whole Torah is for the sake of peace”.

Of course, the value of Peace is by no means at all an aspiration exclu-
sively for Israel. While Judaism is the particular religious way of life of a
particular people born out of particular historical experiences, its pur-
pose and aspiration are universal.

Abraham himself is told to "be a blessing” (Genesis ch.12 v.2) and that
through him and his seed, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.
The Covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and their descendants
is ratified at Sinai with the children of Israel as a whole, who are called
to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exodus ch.19 v.6). This
mandate to sanctify God's Name (Leviticus ch.22 v.32) is perceived within
Biblical tradition in two ways. Namely through the very existence of

the children of Israel in history as testimony to the Divine Presence as
expressed in Isaiah ch.43 v.10 and Ezekiel ch.36 v.23, and by the people’s
sanctification through the Commandments (Numbers ch.15 v.40), thereby
serving as a paradigm, as a light unto the nations (Isaiah ch.49 v.6) - a
light to illuminate the world. Thus the ultimate goal that the Jewish
people is to serve, is one in which all men and women live in accordance
with Divine Will, in justice, righteousness and peace,i.e. the Messianic
ideal. (Isaiah ch.11v.9,10)

Judaism teaches that all humankind is actually "called”, "commanded” to
live righteous lives. Humankind is in fact "covenanted” with God through
the Covenant with the children of Noah made after the flood. (Genesis
ch.9 v.9). Tradition understands the demands of this Covenant to consist
of seven commandments - the quintessence of universal morality. These
are the prohibitions against murder, idolatry, theft, incest, blasphemy,
dismembering of a living animal and the command to establish courts of




justice (Bereshit Rabbah 34,8). One who lives in accordance with the
demands of the Noahide Covenant is perceived as a righteous gentile
(who merits the World to Come) and under the rule of Jewish law is guar-
anteed the protected status of "ger toshav", affording all civil liberties
and welfare, as to Jews. (Maimonides, Issurei Biah ch.14 hal.7, Mela-
chim ch.10 hal.12).

Yet while this status applied to both individuals and peoples, for the first
millennium and half of Jewish history, gentile acceptance of Noahide
standards was seen as exceptional. Society at large in the world was
perceived as idolatrous and corrupt, pagan and degenerate.

The emergence of Christianity and Islam posed a new religious real-

ity for Judaism. Despite the experience of hostility and persecution in
particular within the Christian world, nevertheless considered Rabbinical
attitudes rose above this experience. Theologically it was easier for Ju-
daism to view Islam far more positively as pure ethical monotheism as it
contained neither doctrinal nor practical obstacles that were perceived
in Christianity, such as in the Trinitarian Affirmation and the use of effi-
gies. Nevertheless, Maimonides (12th century) for example, recognizes
Christianity also as an instrument through which humanity might come
closer to universal redemption. Rabbi Menahem Hameiri (13th century)
went further and declared Christians as well as Muslims to be "peoples
bound by the ways of true religion". And the Ashkenazi leader, Rabbi
Moses Rivkes of the 17th century, author of the Beer HaGolah, affirmed
Christians to be those "who believe in the Creation, the Exodus and in
the main principles of religion and whose whole intent is to serve the
Maker of Heaven and Earth”.

However, Jewish universal ethical responsibility, while rooted in the af-
firmation that all people are created in the Divine Image and confirmed
in the Noahide Covenant, is motivated also by additional impulses.

Maimonides makes these clear in his Code, the Laws of Kings, ch 10
hal.12. He quotes the Talmud (Gittin 61) that Jews are obliged to visit
the gentile sick (even of heathens), to bury their dead with the Jewish
dead, to provide for their poor together with the Jewish poor, because of
"ways of peace”; and he adds the following verses in comment: "Behold
it is stated” God is good to all and His Mercies are towards all His crea-
tures” (Psalm 145 v.9) and it is stated "Her ways are pleasant ways and all
her paths are peace" (Proverbs ch.3 v.17). The latter quotation appears
in the Talmudic passage preceding the above (Gittin 59b) which is where
the phrase that | quoted earlier appears that "the whole Torah itself is
for the sake of "the ways of peace” as it is written "Her ways are pleasant
ways and all her paths are peace”. Maimonides thus follows the Talmud



in affirming that the Torah - God's revelation - requires us in fact to go
beyond the letter of the law, in order to serve the teleology of Torah,
namely, peace and the good for all. The whole Torah and everything that
a good Jew does must be directed towards peace. However, Maimonides
reveals another dimension behind this imperative. It is not only the
societal teleology of Torah that requires us to behave in this manner, he
declares, but also and perhaps above all, the highest personal religious
goal:- "Behold God is good to all and His mercies extend to all His crea-
tures”, and precisely therefore says Maimonides we must behave accord-
ingly. Maimonides thus emphasizes the Biblical commandment and goal
of Imitatio Dei (Leviticus ch.19 v.1 "Holy because | the Lord am Holy"). In
the words of Abba Shaul in the Hekhilta "Just as He is gracious and merci-
ful so you be gracious and merciful” (Mekhilta Cantides, 3).

Accordingly, Judaism declares it to be both our personal religious duty as
well as our societal religious obligation to be compassionate and car-

ing towards all, even heathens; how much more so, towards righteous
believers.

The pursuit of peace and good for all is thus a supreme obligation for the
covenanted Jewish people - the goal of the Messianic ideal.

Furthermore, inextricably linked to such Redemption and to the above
conduct, is the higher (if not highest) value, to which reference was
made at the outset. Namely, the obligation upon Jews both individually
and collectively, to sanctify God's Name through their conduct, before
society at large (Bereshit Rabbah 49, 16; Maimonides Hilchot Eduyot,
ch.1 hal.2). For this reason, the Tosefta (Bava Kama ch.10) declares
theft from a heathen to be a worse sin than theft from a Jew. In the
words of the Midrash (Yalkut) on Deuteronomy ch.6 v.5 (similarly in Seder
Eliyahu Rabbah ch.26) "See that you yourself are beloved by human be-
ings and keep far from sin and theft from Jew, heathen and from any
person ... for the Torah was only given to sanctify God's Name, as it says
in Isaiah ch.66 v.19 "And | will put a sign on them ... and they shall de-
clare my glory among the gentiles.

Indeed, Judaism teaches that God's very Name is Peace and thus the
pursuit of Peace itself is the very sanctification of His Name which our
Tradition declares to be the very purpose of our existence.




Rabbi Yuval Cherlow
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Jewish tradition eternally hovers between the emphasis on distinctive-
ness and on universalism. The universalistic aspects, beginning with
Torah’s narration of the creation of the world and of humanity in the
image of God, give way to the division of humanity into different peoples
and different religions. But all of humanity is descended from the same
first man, Adam. When Abraham is chosen, he is told that although his
descendents are to be considered as a distinct nation, his destiny car-
ries with it a universalistic component - ‘through you will all the nations
of the world be blessed’. The cycle of the year, too, reflects this dual-
ity: the Festival of Pesach is a celebration of and for the Jewish nation
whereas Sukkot is about universalism.

On Sukkot, 70 we recall the 70 sacrifices offered at the Temple on behalf
of the 70 nations of the world. This recognition that all the nations were
created by the Almighty is today recognized in our daily prayers for
peace. Our vision of the future encompasses a vision of universal peace,
where the lion lies down with the lamb. Jerusalem is envisioned as a
capital serving not just the Jewish people but the entire world.

The fact the World Peace Day falls during Sukkot is absolutely appro-
priate. It reminds us that peace can only come within a framework of
justice and goodness. Although this is a day to be celebrated by people
of all faiths, each religious tradition and each nation can do so in their
own way. Sukkot is a festival that encourages the Jewish people to look
skywards and remind ourselves that we are able to build, above the divi-
sions and conflicts and turmoil, a unifying tabernacle that will express
the ultimate unity and shared destiny of those human beings who are

willing to work towards creating a better world.
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The Elijah Interfaith Institute -

dedicated to fostering peace between the world’s
diverse faith communities through dialogue and
learning

The Elijah Board of World Religious Leaders -
bringing together some of the world’s premier religious
leaders in an exchange of ideas that addresses global
challenges and leads to transformation within religions.

The Center of HOPE in Jerusalem -
a vision for the future, fulfilling an ancient dream, a

house of prayer and a center of education, a common
heritage of all religions.

Read more: www.elijah-interfaith.org/hope.html
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